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Introduction

In civilised societies around the world there is an increasing awareness and sensitivity for the need for man to accept his stewardship of the animals that share this planet. This is of particular importance when working closely with animals in food production, recreation and as companions. Aware of the need to communicate and educate society about modern concepts in the ethical care and use of animals, the signatories to this Code now, therefore, resolve the following:

Sponsors' Statement

· There is a real ongoing need for new animal health and nutritional products and the benefits they can bring to human and animal society as a whole and to individual animals.

· There can be no new medicines, vaccines or nutritional products developed without using animals for research and development of these products. Regulatory authorities worldwide require animal research to ensure the highest standards of medicinal product safety in man and animals. 

· The animals are often bred specifically for research and are cared for throughout their lives by highly qualified and trained staff.

· All procedures at research facilities where animals are involved are supervised by an ethical committee which includes animal welfare inspectors/officials.

· Animals are only used where no alternatives are available and it is a continuous aim to reduce the numbers used to the minimum required by staticians; unnecessary pain or suffering is scrupulously avoided.

· The signatories strive to exceed industry standards in all aspects of medicines development including the care and welfare of the animals used in the process.

· The signatories strive to exceed industry standards in all aspects of farming, food production and processing including the care and welfare of the animals used in farming and food production and in the revision of codes of practice for the various management systems.

· The signatories undertake to promote and support animal care and the development and implementation of codes of practice in the recreational or other specialised use of animals, including working animals.

· We undertake to support the development of codes of practice for all procedures involving animals, which are constantly reviewed and updated in liaison with the South African Veterinary Foundation.

Purpose of this Code

We as sponsors are signatories to this Code to assist and support the South African Veterinary Foundation to:

· Compile all relevant information from around the world. This information will be handed to the National Department of Agriculture to draw up sound regulations to minimise cruelty to animals. 

· We do not condone cruelty to animals and will fund activities to ensure that sound laws for the Care and Use of animals will be formulated.

· Dissemination of information regarding animal Care and Use issues. This information will also be available in printed and understandable format as an educational tool for all owners of animals or people working with animals.

Commitment to Reduction, Replacement, Refinement and Respect

· We are committed to implementing the four R’s -

· Reducing the number of animals used for research,

· Replacement by non-animal models whenever possible,

· Refinement of the techniques used to eliminate or reduce suffering and improve animal welfare and

· Respect to ensure that appropriate care is taken in the conduct of all our animal studies.

· Engaging in public debate/communication

· Animals cannot be used in the discovery and development of new medicines without public acceptance that it is necessary, done humanely and benefits society. We therefore welcome and encourage responsible dialogue about the need for animal research and the care and welfare of the animals used. 

· We publish the results of our research in scientific journals that have worldwide readership and in a way that ensures the work is made available to other researchers. It supports publications that emphasise the 4 R’s approach. This principle has led to the establishment of a database for sharing information by pharmaceutical companies around the world and to minimise the duplicating of research on more animals.
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